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AUTOGRAPH LETTERS OF EMINENT ACTORS, 


THE great interest felt at the present time in the collection and preservation of Autograph Letters 
has induced the Editor of THE ERA ALMANACK to include in the pages of his Dramatic and 
Musical Annual, for 1880, some faithful reproductions of correspondence that possess a particular 
value on account of the many pleasant recollections they will necessarily recall. The selection now 
given to the public will afford, possibly, some idea of the reason why the epistolary communications 
of those connected with the Stage will be always sought after with eagerness by the earnest investi- 
gators of facts associated with theatrical history. In the thirteen specimens now presented of the 
caligraphy of well-known actors, the characteristics of the writers are most distinctly marked. We 
have the evidence of Mr. Charles Kean’s anxiety for the completeness of the dramatic representations 
he was then organising for the Royal Performances at Windsor Castle. We have an indication of the 
affection for the angler’s art possessed by Mr. Samuel Phelps, the tragedian, who was never so happy 
as when trout fishing at his favourite Kentish haunts. The general desire for the genial companion- 
ship of Mr. Edward Wright, the famous Adelphi Comedian, then in the zenith of his reputation, is 
suggested by the next note. Mr, Henry Compton’s references to his domestic circumstances are con- 
veyed in the very form of philosophic pleasantry he had grown accustomed to in the Shakespearian 
utterances of Touchstone. The recent departure from among us of that admirable Actor and most 
industrious Author and Manager Mr. John Baldwin Buckstone, invests the reply to a request for his 
autograph with special interest. The stately style of Mr. Robert William Elliston, the most joyous of 
embodied spirits, as Charles Lamb called him, is well represented in the letter showing the undecided 
form of the Drury-lane programme for that evening. Mr. Robert Keeley’s humorous manner is 
reflected in the response he sends. The sprightly tone and buoyancy of spirit which Mr. Charles J, 
Mathews preserved to the last will be found apparent in the letter written only three years since. 
Mr. Frederick Robson, most comprehensive of Comedians, supplies an illustration of the serious side 
of an Actor’s life. Mr, Fechter characteristically rejoins in French. The nervous irritability of 
William Charles Macready, a name never to be written without homage to the memory of one who 
did so much to elevate the Stage, is well expressed in the lines written to ‘‘Gentleman Jones,” the 
celebrated Light Comedian. Paul Bedford’s broad style is as well indicated by his bold autograph 
as if the actor himself had spoken. And in the diplomatic communication of theillustrious John Philip 
Kemble, “‘ the last, the noblest Roman of them all,” we have from the remote past an echo of many a 
reply the Manager of a London Theatre would have to make to an aspiring Dramatist at the present 
day. The marvellous accuracy with which every line in these memorable letters has been here faith- 
fully reproduced gives to the transcript almost the value of the original, and the pages preserving 
these letters will be, it is hopefully believed, not the least interesting of those that will be found in 
THE ERA ALMANACK for 1880. 
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